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Tom Wessels: The Granite Landscape: A Natural History of America's Mountain Domes, from Acadia to
Y osemite before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Granite
Landscape: A Natural History of America's Mountain Domes, from Acadiato Y osemite:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Virtual FieldtripBy CustomerThis book isavery informative
guide to the wonders of granite mountain tops in the continental United States. It begins with a general introduction to
the science of granite domes, how they are were formed in geological time and shaped by glaciers, and the resulting
unique ecology and flora. Then Wessels takes us on atour of the major granite dome peaks of the US, from Acadia
National Park in Maine, west to Y osemite. Each chapter in this second section is both travelogue of a climbing
adventure Wessels took on the mountain, and nature guide, describing ecological aspects of the mountain. At the end
of the book are appendices that provide a more detailed ook at the geologic time line of granite peaks, alist of plants
that may be found on American granite peaks, a glossary, a selected biography for further reading, and an index. The
book isamply illustrated with black and white photographs by Wessels and illustrations by Brian Cohen.The book is
guite enjoyable as well asinformative. | found the introductory chapters on geology particularly interesting, as they
explain the nature of granite deposits and how granite is different from other types of rocks. Most important, reading
the book makes me want to strap on my hiking boots and get out and climb so that | can experience these wonders for
myself!
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From the author/illustrator team that produced the bestselling Reading the Forested L andscape: a fascinating and
beautiful natural history of North American granite summit balds. In The Granite Landscape Tom Wessels synthesi zes
history, geology, biology, and personal narrative to enhance our understanding and appreciation of these high, wild
placesthe granite summit balds of North America. He explores the unique and fragile ecosystem that is common to
exposed granite expanses from Acadiato Y osemitehow it evolved slowly over millennia, and how it is threatened
today by foot traffic and overuse. Wessels wonderfully informative and accessible text combine with his dramatic
photographs and Brian Cohen's beautifully detailed illustrations to bring the denizens of the granite bald to life. The
mountains they celebrate include: Acadia National Park in Maine; the White Mountains of New Hampshire; the
Adirondacks of New Y ork; the Wind River Range of Wyoming; the Beartooths of Montana; the Enchantments of
Washington; and Y osemite National Park in California. 18 photographs, 30 illustrations, 1 map, glossary, index.

A 'must have' for any naturalist's library. -- Ann Zwinger, author of Land Above the TreesWesselsis one of the great
cartographers of the New England landscape, and of the New England imagination. -- Bill McKibbenAbout the
AuthorTom Wesselsis an ecologist and the author of Reading the Forested L andscape and Forest Forensics. Heisthe
director of the Environmental Biology program at Antioch New England Graduate School.Brian D. Cohenisa
printmaker, artist, teacher, and publisher of fine edition |etterpress books.



