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Juliet Barnes : The Ghosts of Happy Valley: Searching for the Lost World of Africa's Infamous Aristocrats 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ghosts of Happy 
Valley: Searching for the Lost World of Africa's Infamous Aristocrats: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Another take of this strange groupBy Alicia K. WicksInteresting but 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1781311676


bit long. I had trouble keeping the people separate although I have read about this group several times. I found the 
visits to the homes of the "ghosts" quite interesting.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Shows the end of 
a way of life which has been replaced by a decline of resources in that beautiful country.By christine perkinsWell 
written account of life in contemporary Kenya. Offers some insight into a long-ago murder. Otherwise an account of 
the decay of homes from Kenya's white-ruled heyday.Shows the end of a way of life which has been replaced by a 
decline of resources in that beautiful country.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 'Into Africa' and 
moreBy R. EASTI had read books about Lord Earl's death, as well as "Out of Africa", but this novel brilliantly ties all 
of these events and more together in a fascinating page-turner. High recommended for those who had lived and 
worked in Kenya.

Happy Valley was the name given to the Wanjohi Valley in the Kenya Highlands, where a small community of 
affluent, hedonistic white expatriates settled between the wars. While Kenya's early colonial days have been 
immortalised by farming pioneers like Lord Delamere and Karen Blixen, and the pioneering aviator Beryl Markham, 
Happy Valley became infamous under the influence of troubled socialite, Lady Idina Sackville, whose life was told in 
Frances Osborne's bestselling The Bolter. The era culminated with the notorious murder of the Earl of Erroll in 1941, 
the investigation of which laid bare the Happy Valley set's decadence and irresponsibility, chronicled in another 
bestseller, James Fox's White Mischief. But what is left now? In a remarkable and indefatigable archaeological quest 
Juliet Barnes, who has lived in Kenya all her life and whose grandparents knew some of the Happy Valley characters, 
has set out to explore Happy Valley to find the former homes and haunts of this extraordinary and transient set of 
people. With the help of a remarkable African guide and further assisted by the memories of elderly former settlers, 
she finds the remains of grand residences tucked away beneath the mountains and speaks to local elders who share 
first-hand memories of these bygone times. Nowadays these old homes, she discovers, have become tumbledown 
dwellings for many African families, school buildings, or their ruins have almost disappeared without trace - a 
revelation of the state of modern Africa that makes the gilded era of the Happy Valley set even more fantastic. A book 
to set alongside such singular evocations of Africa's strange colonial history as The Africa House, The Ghosts of 
Happy Valley is a mesmerising blend of travel narrative, social history and personal quest.

'Beautifully told travelogue and historical quest. With family histories woven in, this is a moving, entertaining and 
enlightening read, and an honest exploration of Kenyas colonial past. 


