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O. D. von Engeln : The Finger Lakes Region: Its Origin and Nature  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Finger Lakes Region: Its Origin and Nature: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Michael HigginsGreat book!! Thank you!!1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. super bookBy Patty Millerthis is a very beautiful book to get to know one 
of the most fabulous regions of the country.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Just what I was looking 
for!By Daniel J. CarmanI grew up in the Finger Lakes region and have always had a facination with its beauty and 
formation. Hiking the many gorges around Montour Falls, Watkins Glen and Odessa have given me a deeper sense of 
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wonder and pride of the unique formations.

The extraordinary beauty of the Finger Lakes region is well known to its residents and to the many tourists who 
explore it each year. What is not so well known is the region's unique geology. Its distinctive features are the results of 
a singular combination of structural units and forces that operated thousands of years ago, when successive advances 
of the Ice Age continental glaciers thrust their fronts against escarpments extending across their path and into pre-
glacial valleys. How these escarpments affected the flow of ice and how the glacial invasions remodeled the entire 
region is the subject of O. D. von Engeln's classic study.Following a brief prologue on the region's pre-glacial history, 
the author discusses each of the region's characteristic features: what caused it, its nature, its relation to other 
phenomena of the region and, often, to other distinctive topographic phenomena throughout the world. His book is a 
valuable and accessible introduction to the region's geologic history and provides insights into geologic 
methodologyhow a region gives evidence of its history, what possible explanations for a phenomenon exist for 
geologists, and how they choose among them.Natives of the Finger Lakes, newcomers, and tourists alike will finish 
this book with a greater appreciation of this geologically fascinating area and with renewed curiosity about the 
formative years of our planet.

About the AuthorAt the time of his death in 1965, O. D. von Engeln was Professor Emeritus of Geology at Cornell 
University. The author of numerous books on geology, geomorphology, and geography, he was a member of the 
Cornell faculty from 1907 until 1948 and a longtime resident of the Finger Lakes region. 


