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Elliott Coues: The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery Pike To Headwater s of the Mississippi River Through
Louisiana Territory, and in New Spain, During the Y ears 1805-6-7 before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery Pike To Headwaters of the
Mississippi River Through Louisiana Territory, and in New Spain, During the Y ears 1805-6-7:

Books of travels, journals, and voyages have become so numerous, and are so frequently impositions on the public,
that the writer of the following sheets feels under an obligation to explain, in some measure, the original circumstances


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00FRIPULO

that led to the production of this volume. Soon after the purchase of Louisiana by an enlightened administration,
measures were taken to explore the then unknown wilds of our western countrymeasures founded on principles of
scientific pursuits, combined with aview of entering into achain of philanthropic arrangements for ameliorating the
condition of the Indians who inhabit those vast plains and deserts. His Excellency, Meriwether Lewis, then a captain
of the first regiment of infantry, was selected by the President of the United States, in conjunction with Captain C.
Clarke [Wm. Clark], to explore the then unknown sources of the Missouri, and | was chosen to trace the Mississippi to
its source, with the objects in view contemplated by my instructions; to which | conceived my duty as a soldier should
induce me to add an investigation into the views of the British tradersin that quarter asto trade, and an inquiry into the
limits of the territories of the United States and Great Britain. As aman of humanity and feeling, | made use of the
name of my government to stop the savage warfare which had for ages been carried on by two of the most powerful
nations of aboriginesin North America. Why | did not execute the power vested in me by the laws of the country, to
ruin the British traders and enrich myself, by seizing on the immense property of the North West Company, which |
found in the acknowledged boundary of the United States, will be explained by my letter to Hugh M'Gillis, Esq., to
whom | own eternal gratitude for his polite and hospitable treatment of myself and party.



