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Janet Kusterer, Martha Anne Clark : The Enchanted Forest: Memories of Maryland's Storybook Park 
(Landmarks)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Enchanted Forest: Memories of Maryland's Storybook Park (Landmarks): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Thanks for the memories!By Gretta GermrothI well remember 
walking through the Forest when I was just a little girl. I have pictures of my mother I outside the crooked house. I 
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remember we had my cousin Linda with us one time. I loved that place...it fed my imagination before Disney came 
around. I suppose that they were simpler times when it didn't take much to delight a small child, but would that we 
could all go back there and see it as it was.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful Childhood 
memories!By HollyWow! Such love and first hand knowledge went into this! Loved the Enchanted Forest as a 
kid...but it closed when i was 5-6. So my memories are vague. This really was a superb and well written history of the 
park, and the "afterwards'!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Brought Back Fond MemoriesBy V. 
EickeAs a child, my parents would take my siblings and I to the Enchanted Forest in Ellicott City, MD. This book 
brought back all of those fond memories of riding the Mother Goose train, going down the rainbow slide, and seeing 
all the nursery rhyme characters. It took me down a wonderful Memory Lane.

The history of the Enchanted Forest is one of magical beginnings. When it first opened in 1955, Ellicott City's 
storybook land became the first children's theme park on the East Coast. Young visitors could climb aboard rides like 
the Little Toot tugboat, Mother Goose and Ali Baba or encounter animals like peacocks and burros. Upon its closing 
in 1989, Marylanders who cherished memories of the Enchanted Forest were deeply disappointed. However, many of 
the park's beloved figures were moved to nearby Clark's Elioak Farm, where they were restored and displayed to the 
delight of new generations. Even today, the farm is a popular destination that evokes the whimsical spirit of the iconic 
park. Local author Janet Kusterer and Martha Anne Clark of Elioak Farm trace the park's history through vintage 
images and interviews with the Harrison family, former employees and visitors. Join Kusterer and Clark to rediscover 
the magic of the Enchanted Forest.

About the AuthorJanet Kusterer has an MA from Johns Hopkins University and has been a feature writer and 
columnist for local papers since 1997. She was an executive director for Historic Ellicott City, Inc. and is the author of 
seven visitor guides to Ellicott City. She has also authored four books about Ellicott City history. Martha Anne Clark 
owns and operates Clark's Elioak Farm, which features many rescued exhibits from The Enchanted Forest. The farm 
has been in the Clark family for over 200 years. She has written one children's book, Trusty the Tractor, and assisted 
her father, State Senator James Clark, with his autobiography. She is president of the Tourism Council. 


