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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. eclectic gourmet informative, accurate and funBy J. EhrlichAfter
several tripsto New York, | wanted to strike out on my own in search of interesting restaurants. | sat down with this
book and a city map, and plotted out likely destinations.|, the visitor, had the opportunity to act as tour guide for my
New York City relatives. At an opportune mealtime, | was able to lead us to a nearby destination, and find a place that
made everyone happy.The Eclectic Gourmet is just as advertised, a collection of good, but off of the mainstream,
restaurants that are guaranteed to provide an interesting and often adventurous dining experience.0 of 0 people found
the following review helpful. Truly great book!By Joao B. De LimaThe restaurant selection is wondrous and the
reviews are unbiased, unpartisan, and accurate. | have had many wonderful meals thank to this book. Highly
recommended.3 of 28 people found the following review helpful. What a disappointment.By A CustomerAfter reading
raves from experts | respect like Ruth Reichl, | found this book atotal disappointment. Save your money.

Secret places, hidden places, offbeat places, but above all delicious places to eat--at every price range--in the Greater
New York City area. Respected food writer and chowhound extraordinaire Jim Leff has loaded the pages of this handy
guidebook with edible treasure: a sleek basement sashimi oasis, a Harlem church that invites the public in on
weekends for pork chops, and even one holdout--in the mostly unlikely Brooklyn neighborhood--making awesome
time machine pastrami sandwiches. Most restaurants profiled are unknown "virgin" finds, but there are also useful new
takes on afew more familiar venues. Written with passion, good humor, and contagious enthusiasm, this ultrasavvy,
highly cross-referenced guide is the answer to any chowhound's prayers. But even timid eaters will be sorely tempted
to jump on a subway to grab some masterful roast suckling pig in Williamsburg, rich mamaligain Long Island City,
chow fun at the only good Garment District Chinese, or perfect homestyle latkes and potato kugel from atrailor
parked in an abandoned lot across from the Brooklyn Navy Y ards. Read a couple of restaurant profiles from the book!
(Excerpt link at the top left of the page)

"A lively and insightful read." -- Rose Kim, Newsday, 11/27/98"Everything a chowhound could have wished for...if
you've heard of even a quarter of the places he mentions, you're way ahead of the curve...There's nothing even alittle
bit like it on the market." -- Jonathan Gold, Los Angeles Weekly columnist, in Chowhound.com, 10/27/98"His taste is
of the highest order. If Jim says take a subway, bus, and cab, then walk 10 blocks, | do." -- Arthur Schwartz, WOR
radio, 12/2/98"Jim has applied a cardiac defibrillator to a moribund genre--the restaurant guide--and zapped it back to
life...What Jim does--and brilliantly--is to redefine eating out from a passive, put-good-things-in-your-mouth, touristic
experience into an active, risk-taking, intellectually and, yes, even morally demanding adventure...Very few books of
any sort offer their readers so much to chew." -- John Thorne, Simple Cooking, 12/98"My favorite new guidebook...If
you have an appetite for the unusual, you have to have this book.” -- Ruth Reichl, New Y ork Times, broadcasting on
her WQXR radio show, 11/23/98" Perhaps the finest catalogue ever of our off-beat dining potential...it's marvelous!
The handiest thing since the heyday of the Underground Gourmet books and written in more detail...this invaluable
paperback isfull of places | never heard of to get the best this or that, with ratings for food, value, service, friendliness,
and travel tips...It's the new laser pointer for unusual, out-of-the-way eats." -- Bob Lape, WCBS Newsradio
1/8/99Everything a chowhound could wish for...Theres nothing even abit like it on the market...Buy or Die. -- Arthur
Schwartz, restaurant critic, cookbook author, radio host.lts marvelous! The best thing since the hey day of the
Underground Gourmet books and written in more detail...Its the new laser pointer for unusual, out -of -way eats. --
Bob Lape, broadcasting on his WCBS radio show Bab Lapes Dining Diary.My favorite new guidebook...If you have
an appetite for the unusual, you have to have this book. -- Ruth Reichl, NY Times/WQXR radioFrom the Back
CoverThe creators of the popular, no-holds-barred Unofficial Guides now take locals and travelers out on the town
with The Eclectic Gourmet, their new dining-guide series. The Eclectic Gourmet Guide to Greater New Y ork City
helps you avoid dining disappointments and overpriced restaurants and points you directly to the best-quality dining
for the price. New Y ork's many suburbs and ethnic influences offer awide variety of dining experiences for even the
most seasoned connoisseurs. Whether you're looking for the most sumptuous Moroccan Feast, a slice of serious old-
fashioned pizza, a Harlem church basement supper, a Jewish deli or a swanky Midtown sashimi club, this guide has a
recommendation for you. Inside you'll find New Y ork's top restaurants rated and ranked. In-depth profiles of each
restaurant reflect the expertise of Jim Leff, an acknowledged culinary expert and critic. A full page is devoted to each
establishment, and the reviews discuss each restaurant's best dishes, atmosphere, and service. You'll also find easy-to-
read ratings for quality and value, restaurants indexed by cuisine, quality, value, and location, hours, reservation, credit
card, dress, and parking information, recommendations for what to order, and what not to order and a favorite-picks
section that tells you where to find the '‘Best Burgers,' 'Best Desserts,' '‘Best Delis,' and more. Best of all, with The
Eclectic Gourmet, you'll find the same honest observations and accurate information that made The Unofficial Guides
the ultimate insider's guide. With this dependable resource, you'll have the city's best dining at your fingertips. (5 1/4 x
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