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Colin Fletcher, Chip Rawlins : The Complete Walker IV  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Walker IV: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Classic Camping CompendiumBy Tim JulianColin Fletcher's books 
"The Thousand Mile Summer" and "The Man Who Walked Through Time" inspired a generation to get out 
backpacking and the original "The Complete Walker" told them how to do it. This edition continues the CW tradition 
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with in depth discussions of gear and techniques sprinkled with Fletcher's sometimes curmudgeonly humor. Chip 
Rawlins gives valuable insights and second opinions, and his style blends well with Colin's. Since it is only up to date 
circa 2006, some of the gear reviews may be a little dated (the quoted prices certainly are) and ultralight fanatics may 
scoff at the inclusion of such things as a "mini espresso maker", rookies and seasoned trail pounders alike will find 
much to learn and ponderhere.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I discovered Fletcher's books when I 
got into back packing ...By Ward3I discovered Fletcher's books when I got into back packing when I was a kid in 
scouts. And when his 3rd edtion of this book came out I think he perfected it. Gear changes but how to shop for the 
gear does not. 4th edtion is not much more than the 3rd. And maybe could do without this one if you have the 3rd 
one.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Book for day or distance hikerBy Johnny O.Great book 
for the walker and long distance hiker. I am not a novice to hiking and camping but I found this book loaded with very 
useful information. It is also full of stories and commentary from the authors that are often laugh out loud funny and 
make it apparent that they know what they are talking about. I think this book would be a good read for the novice as 
well as the experienced hiker. Should definitely be in the library of any body that spends anytime hiking or camping.

For the first time since 1984, we have a new edition of the classic book that Field Stream called the Hikers Bible. For 
this version, the celebrated writer and hiker Colin Fletcher has taken on a coauthor, Chip Rawlins, himself an avid 
outdoorsman and a poet from Wyoming. Together, they have made this fourth edition of The Complete Walker the 
most informative, entertaining, and thorough version yet.The eighteen years since the publication of The Complete 
Walker III have seen revolutionary changes in hiking and camping equipment: developments in waterproofing 
technology, smaller and more durable stoves, lighter boots, more manageable tents, and a wider array of food options. 
The equipment recommendations are therefore not merely revised and tweaked, but completely revamped. During 
these two decades we have also seen a deepening of environmental consciousness. Not only has backpacking become 
more popular, but a whole ethic of responsible outdoorsmanship has emerged. In this book the authors confidently 
lead us through these technological, ethical, and spiritual changes.Fletcher and Rawlinss thorough appraisal and 
recommendation of equipment begins with a Ground Plan, a discussion of general hiking preparedness. How much to 
bring? What are the ideal clothes, food, boots, and tents for your trip? They evaluate each of these variables in 
detailincluding open, honest critiques and endorsements of brand-name equipment. Their equipment searches are 
exhaustive; they talk in detail about everything from socks to freeze-dried trail curries. They end as they began, with a 
philosophical and literary disquisition on the reasons to walk, capped off with a delightful collection of quotes about 
walking and the outdoor life. After a thoughtful and painstaking analysis of hiking gear from hats to boots, from 
longjohns to tent flaps, they remind us that ultimately hiking is about the experience of being outdoors and seeing the 
green world anew.Like its predecessors, The Complete Walker IV is an essential purchase for anyone captivated by 
the outdoor life.

From Library JournalThis is the fourth update of Fletcher's 1968 original. This manual is considered the backpacker's 
bible and has sold more than 400,000 copies in its previous incarnations. In addition to information on hiking, this also 
includes tips on wildlife, tents and paraphernalia, outdoor cooking, clothing, etc.. Copyright 2002 Cahners Business 
Information, Inc. "Undoubtedly the best how-to book in the backpacking field."From the Inside FlapFor the first time 
since 1984, we have a new edition of the classic book that "Field Stream called "the Hiker's Bible." For this version, 
the celebrated writer and hiker Colin Fletcher has taken on a coauthor, Chip Rawlins, himself an avid outdoorsman 
and a poet from Wyoming. Together, they have made this fourth edition of "The Complete Walker the most 
informative, entertaining, and thorough version yet. The eighteen years since the publication of "The Complete Walker 
III have seen revolutionary changes in hiking and camping equipment: developments in waterproofing technology, 
smaller and more durable stoves, lighter boots, more manageable tents, and a wider array of food options. The 
equipment recommendations are therefore not merely revised and tweaked, but completely revamped. During these 
two decades we have also seen a deepening of environmental consciousness. Not only has backpacking become more 
popular, but a whole ethic of responsible outdoorsmanship has emerged. In this book the authors confidently lead us 
through these technological, ethical, and spiritual changes. Fletcher and Rawlins's thorough appraisal and 
recommendation of equipment begins with a "Ground Plan," a discussion of general hiking preparedness. How much 
to bring? What are the ideal clothes, food, boots, and tents for your trip? They evaluate each of these variables in 
detail--including open, honest critiques and endorsements of brand-name equipment. Their equipment searches are 
exhaustive; they talk in detail about everything from socks to freeze-dried trail curries. They end as they began, with a 
philosophical and literary disquisition on the reasons to walk, capped off with a delightfulcollection of quotes about 
walking and the outdoor life. After a thoughtful and painstaking analysis of hiking gear from hats to boots, from 
longjohns to tent flaps, they remind us that ultimately hiking is about the experience of being outdoors and seeing the 
green world anew. Like its predecessors, "The Complete Walker IV is an essential purchase for anyone captivated by 
the outdoor life. "From the Hardcover edition. 


