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George O. Shields : The Battle of the Big Hole  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Battle of the Big Hole: 

The Nez Perc Indians are a powerful and populous tribe, who, for centuries, have made their home in the Snake, 
Salmon, and Clear Water Valleys in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. When the great tide of civilization, which for 
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years flowed toward the Pacific Coast, finally spread out into these valleys, questions arose between the emigrants and 
Indians as to the ownership of certain lands claimed by the latter. In May, 1877, Joseph and his band became more 
arrogant than ever, and again threatened immediate and violent measures against the settlers if they did not at once 
withdraw from his country. Some acts of violence were committed, and at the request of the settlers a company of 
United States cavalry was sent to the scene of the disturbance. The Indians were temporarily quieted, but the feeling of 
discontent and hatred against the settlers was growing. This book is the eye-witness story of the events that followed . . 
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