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J. M. Synge : The Aran Islands (Classic, 20th-Century, Penguin)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Aran Islands (Classic, 20th-Century, Penguin): 

37 of 38 people found the following review helpful. An interesting turn of the century look at the cultureBy James G. 
MundiePeople have often said to me that they find Synge's account of his time spent honing his Irish and collecting 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140184325


folklore on the Aran Islands to be one of the slowest and most boring reads they've ever encountered. I must heartily 
disagree.While the work doesn't exactly "swing like the pendulum do", the rhythms of his narration are very much like 
that of the changing tide and the rolling of the waves to which the islanders have grown accustomed. Synge's 
narration-- like time on Inishmaan-- moves slowly and steadily, washing over the reader if one will let it.Remember 
above all that this work is essentially a series of journal entries, meant to document the people Synge met, the 
conversations he had, the stories he heard, etc. Perhaps the book's greatest contribution to the world is as a document 
of a way of life no longer in existence. This book is also a document of the the Irish Literary Renaissance, and-- for its 
occassional pretensions-- should be ! considered as such. This text might also help to give greater understanding to any 
reading of Synge's plays, as he alleged that the story for such works as "Playboy of the Western World" were derived 
from tales he heard in the Arans.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic travelogue that helped me 
understand 19th/20th century IrelandBy Marcia SchaeferFantastic travelogue that helped me understand 19th/20th 
century Ireland. I haven't been to Ireland since 2004, and I didn't know anything about the country at the time, but now 
I want to go back to Inishman.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Despite Synge's nostalgia filtered look 
at the islands for the ...By regatesDespite Synge's nostalgia filtered look at the islands for the saving place of all things 
Irish, his interactions with the local people are interesting enough to keep reading.

The foremost account of Ireland's cultural and spiritual heritageIn 1907 J. M. Synge achieved both notoriety and 
lasting fame with The Playboy of the Western World. The Aran Islands, published in the same year, records his visits 
to the islands in 1898-1901, when he was gathering the folklore and anecdotes out of which he forged The Playboy 
and his other major dramas. Yet this book is much more than a stage in the evolution of Synge the dramatist. As Tim 
Robinson explains in his introduction, "If Ireland is intriguing as being an island off the west of Europe, then Aran, as 
an island off the west of Ireland, is still more so; it is Ireland raised to the power of two." Towards the end of the last 
century Irish nationalists came to identify the area as the country's uncorrupted heart, the repository of its ancient 
language, culture and spiritual values. It was for these reasons that Yeats suggested Synge visit the islands to record 
their way of life. The result is a passionate exploration of a triangle of contradictory relationships between an island 
community still embedded in its ancestral ways but solicited by modernism, a physical environment of ascetic 
loveliness and savagely unpredictable moods, and Synge himself, formed by modern European thought but in love 
with the primitive.For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the 
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works 
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced 
by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by 
award-winning translators.

.com Nothing much happens on the Aran Islands--at least, not much went on there in the late 19th century, when John 
Synge sailed out to these mist-shrouded, salt-sprayed, and wave-battered chunks of rocks south of Ireland. Therein lies 
the charm of the setting and of this lovely book, which captures the saltiness of both the marine air and the time-lost 
characters, who deeply believe in the magical "wee people." In cottages where nets and fishing tackle hang from 
beams, the women (who always wear red dresses and petticoats, as do some of the boys) sit at their spinning wheels or 
sew cow-skin sandals, while the fishermen spin yarns about fairies, sunken vessels, and bags of gold gained from 
adulterous wives. The big happening of the year is when roofs are rethatched--an event that blossoms into a festival 
with twisted rope stretching from kitchen table through lane to nearby field. Synge seems an ambassador from a 
different world: addressed as "noble person," he brings tokens of modernity--be they clocks or simple magic tricks that 
beguile the locals. First published in 1907, this re-released travelogue gives a poignant peek into another time and begs 
a visit to the Aran Islands to see how, or if, they have changed. --Melissa RossiFrom the Inside FlapScotland has 
always done things its own way, and that is what akes the country's history so interesting. More than four thousand 
years ago, its Stone Age inhabitants were among the most advanced builders of Europe. About two thousand years 
ago, the Romans decided it was wiser to build a wall than attempt conquest. A thousand years ago, Scotland was one 
of the first medieval European kingdoms to emerge as a political unity from the Dark Ages. The decendants of those 
first Scots still inhabit the country. This original and immensely readable history charts the long, painful, sometimes 
tragic, often inspiring process that has formed the Scottish people of today. It reveals how the Scots' sense of 
nationhood has always been under test and how that pressure has shaped the ways in which they see themselves and 
are seen by others. A special and unique feature are the 'fact windows' in the text. They light up many fascinating 
aspects of the national story not normally covered in history books and present a range of outstanding people who at 
different times have played a part in Scotland's life and still-evolving history.From the Back Cover"In the late 1890s, 
John M. Synge, in his middle twenties and unsure of his vocations made his way to Paris intending to study French 
literature and become a literary critic. There he met William Butler Yeats. The eminent poet advised Synge to drop his 
involvements with fin de siecle French authors, return to Ireland, and describe a society with which he had some 
natural connection. Yeats recommended that Synge visit the Aran Islands, primitive and absolutely authentic places 



about which little had yet been written."--BOOK JACKET. "Synge first traveled to the Aran Islands in 1898. His six-
week trip proved to be a wonderfully fruitful and decisive experience. He then went back for part of each summer until 
1902. The book that he wrote - and that he called his "first serious piece of work" - was published in 1907. What he 
learned from his visits to the Aran Islands led directly to the great plays for which he is chiefly remembered."--BOOK 
JACKET. 


