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Sherry Simpson : The Accidental Explorer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Accidental Explorer: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Revisiting an unforgettable experienceBy J. ReadI loved the poetic 
narrative of this work. Having just returned from a brief visit (time wise) to Alaska, this work made me rethink how I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005FOIM7E


would describe my experiences there. A simply magical place completely lacking any pretentiousness. Gazing at 
Denali from a distance, sparkling in the sunshine and reading it described as "vertical winter". Riverbeds spread out in 
wide valleys like "frayed rope".Sorry for being a tourist in the land but I hope I did not alter it one bit during my 
presence there. It altered me though and reading this book has helped me to process and understand some of what I 
saw.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Missed the boatBy Math TeacherGood writing but filled with 
experiential minutae and not enough robust emotion and landscape/wildlife description. There is repeated reference to 
the importance of limiting human contact, and a "virtual experience" provided by a well written experiential 
experience would aid in that, yet is strikingly absent in these writings.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Pam Raschkegreat book

In these acclaimed essays, Sherry Simpson recounts her experiences as an ordinary woman confronting the vast 
expanses of water and wilderness of her home state. Her adventures include a harrowing bear encounter and a near-
death experience falling into a glacial river, but she also finds an Alaska of surpassing, almost supernatural beauty and 
power. These lyrical essays thoughtfully explore one woman's effort to map both a sense of place and a sense of self in 
a world at once comforting and unforgiving.

"Personal, provocative prose. This is some of the finest writing to come out of Alaska."Library Journal "Simpson is 
one of the best new writers working in Alaska"Anchorage Daily News "Simpsons work reflects the sure-footedness of 
a native AlaskaAbout the AuthorSherry Simpson's first book, The Way Winter Comes, won the Chinook Literary 
Award. She teaches creative nonfiction at the University of Alaska, Anchorage, where she lives. 


