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Jerry Hopkins : Thailand Confidential  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Thailand Confidential: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and recommended for anyone interested or planning a 
trip to ThailandBy GaryShawnInteresting memoir and information about Thailand. i enjoyed the author's sharing of his 
experiences and perspectiveson life in Thailand. Very educational but some parts of the book did not grab me.I would 
recommend it to anyone planning a visit to Thailand to get a feel for the land and the people.I think the cover could 
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have been better, looks like a cheap noir novel instead of a great memoir.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Fun Way To Get InformedBy Chan Joon YeeThe first thing that grips you in this book is Jerry Hopkins' style. 
With lots of self-deprecating humour, Hopkins takes us on an educational tour around the land of smiles, bars, beer 
wars, spirits, amulets, body snatchers, sex change operations, aphrodisiacs, sticky rice and fiery soups.The good thing 
about this book, is that there is no particular order or sequence with which you should read it. Skip the chapters that 
bore you. Pick out the chapters that interest you. There is no central theme. Some chapters sound like confessions. 
Some sound like serious journalism and some even sound like history lessons. Nevertheless, humour and a reader-
friendly approach are the main selling points here. Compared to Bizarre Thailand : Tales of Crime, Sex and Black 
Magic, this is a lighter and slightly easier read, so I won't list the chapters.Like many books in this genre, there are also 
attempts to highlight some mind-boggling aspects of Thai culture, customs and practices. Hopkins did a marvellous 
job here. A great read for anyone on vacation in Thailand.Siam Smile/s - Secret of the Thais"Hello My Big Big 
Honey!" Love Letters to Bangkok Bar Girls and Their Revealing InterviewsSpellbound In Chiangmai1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. the added info becomes unnecessary. It offers a good idea of the lives ...By 
vamczConversational writing made this interesting to begin; however, once the idea catches on, the added info 
becomes unnecessary. It offers a good idea of the lives of expats from every walk of life now choosing to live in 
Thailand.

"Wanna stand in the face of a charging elephant, get hit by a motorcycle, eat giant water bugs, blowtorch your mouth 
on some of the hottest chili peppers on earth, then go watch a sex change operation? Of course you don't, but, happily, 
Jerry Hopkins has done all that and morelots morein this darkly humorous, deeply affectionate, clear-eyed but never 
patronizing portrait of Thailand, his adopted home. Highly recommended." Tim Cahill, author of Lost in My Own 
Backyard, Hold the Enlightenment and Jaguars Ripped My Flesh"After over a decade in the country, Hopkins knows 
and loves his subject dearlythat much is obviousand his vivid portrait projects that love from every page." Jann 
Wenner, editor and founder of Rolling Stone Magazine"A loving expose of everything that's wonderful about 
Thailand, and much that isn't. Should be required reading for all newcomers." Joe Cummings, author of the Lonely 
Planet Thailand GuideWriter Jerry Hopkins came to Thailand for a visit in the 1980s, and ended up a permanent 
resident with a temporary visaa big, white farang haunting the bars and back alleys of Bangkok. His essays explore the 
mystery and mayhem of "The Land of Smiles" to hilariousand sometimes disturbingeffect. Travel with him to a place 
where whisky is rum, water buffaloes are gay, insects are dinner, dildos are lucky charms, and your wildest adolescent 
fantasies can come true (for a nominal fee).

About the AuthorJerry Hopkins wrote bestselling biographies of Elvis Presley, Jim Morrison, and Jimi Hendrix and 
was an editor and correspondent for Rolling Stone for twenty years. He is the author of 30 books, including the recent 
Extreme Cuisine. He currently lives in Thailand. 


