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Gary Leveille : Legendary Locals of the Southern Berkshires  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Legendary Locals of the Southern Berkshires: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy DGSome good historical facts but recent history seems 
to be more a popularity contest.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. What a wonderful and informative 
readBy Kevin LarkinJust purchased this book today. What a wonderful and informative read. In writing a book like 
this it is hard to cover everybody equally but Mr Leveille has done a wonderful job with the subject matter. I believe 
that writing this type of book can be a very rewarding and interesting job and from me the author gets two thumbs up. 
The only problem is that he left one very important person out and that is he himself. He has made everybody who is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1467101249


from the area proud and to me that is a great accomplishment. I would definitely recommend this book !!!!!

Southern Berkshire County in Western Massachusetts is a magical place. Some call it paradise. The special synergy 
that exists here between people and place has inspired remarkable residents for centuries. From Mohican John 
Konkapot to African American W.E.B. Du Bois, from novelist Catharine Sedgwick to mental health pioneer Agnes 
Gould, the Housatonic Valley and surrounding hills have proved to be a haven for inventors and industrialists, artists 
and activists, entrepreneurs, and educators. Stockbridge summer resident and legendary sculptor Daniel Chester 
French once said to a New York reporter, I spend six months of the year up there, it is heaven. William Cullen Bryant, 
Norman Rockwell, Cyrus Field, William Stanley, Elizabeth Freeman (Mumbet), Laura Ingersoll Secord, and 
numerous other luminaries have all passed on to a different heavenly plane. Still, the Southern Berkshires continue to 
produce local legends and unsung heroesfolks like community activist Rachel Fletcher, Pastor Charles Van Ausdall, 
educator Mae Brown, and police chief Rick Wilcox. Open the pages of Legendary Locals of the Southern Berkshires 
and see for yourself!

About the AuthorAuthor Gary Leveille is a writer, editor, educator, photographer, and local historian who resides in 
the Southern Berkshires. He has written three other books for Arcadia Publishing, most recently Old Route 7: Along 
the Berkshire Highway and Around Great Barrington. 


