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Gail Spector : Legendary Locals of Newton  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Legendary Locals of Newton: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Newtonites Unite!By Janet FreniereGreat book!! So many things I 
didn't even know about my own hometown!!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It has lots of wonderful 
information about the people who have made this town ...By N. J. ForemanAs a life-long Newton resident, this book is 
a must! It has lots of wonderful information about the people who have made this town great.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. An Engaging Approach to Local History for Newton, MABy Kathleen MaguireThis is a 
gem of a book. Gail Spector has used her keen investigative reporting skills to profile some of Newton's most 
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interesting residents, past and present. The result is an entertaining and insightful read. The featured residents range 
from local restaurant owners to Nobel prize winners and the stories behind this eclectic group generate an authentic 
sense of Newton's special and unique vibe. A great graduation gift!

Newton has more than enough legendary locals to fill volumes of books. Endless are the stories about men, women, 
and young people who dedicated, or still dedicate, countless hours of their lives in order to make Newton and the 
world a better place. Newton has been a launching ground for award-winning authors, Nobel Prize winners, Olympic 
medalists, and Hollywood stars. Some of Bostons best athletes have chosen to make the Garden City their home. In the 
pages of this book, readers will learn about Newtons first mayor, James Hyde, who never lost an election in more than 
50 times on the ballot; Rev. Edmond Kelley, the first pastor at Myrtle Baptist Church and a former slave; Leonard 
Zakim, regional director of the Anti-Defamation League who dedicated his life to fighting prejudice and civil rights 
violations; Louise Bruyn, who walked from Newton to Washington, DC, to protest the Vietnam War; Shirley Lewis, 
known as the regal queen of the blues; and Ted Williams, regarded as baseballs greatest hitter, who lived in Newton 
Upper Falls.

About the AuthorGail Spector is a writer, journalist, and blogger at Village14.com. She is a former editor of the 
Newton TAB and has lived in Newton since 1984. 


