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Jacqueline M. Sears : Legendary Locals of Holyoke  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Legendary Locals of Holyoke: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Sandy HintonGreat book for people who grew up in 
Holyoke!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not so much Legends...By Louise M. HarlowThis book is 
more for a local than a historian, I was hoping to find more in it for my research, however it is a nice book for local 
information.

Holyoke is home to some of the most amazing and courageous individuals. In 1658, European pioneer John Riley, 
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along with other early planters, was instrumental in establishing a community in the West Springfield area called 
Ireland Parish, which eventually became known as Holyoke. This tenacious man led the way for many other 
trailblazers, including George Ewing, who envisioned utilizing hydropower to operate factories and inspired town 
engineers to design one of the first planned cities in the United States. In 1898, the progressive Elizabeth Towne 
encouraged Holyoke residents and an international audience with her New Thought movement that advocated a 
healthy lifestyle. Another outstanding citizen, Timothy Alben, judiciously leads the Massachusetts State Police, while 
Holyokes Henry Jennings honorably served his country in the armed forces, as a commander of the Holyoke War 
Memorial Building, and on the Holyoke City Council. Barbara Bernard has astutely kept residents informed about 
current events for the last 70 years. Legendary Locals of Holyoke chronicles the communitys finest men and women 
who survived and prospered through harsh circumstances and against all odds.

About the AuthorJacqueline M. Sears is an artist, former historical columnist for the Republican newspaper, 
fundraiser, and a selectwoman. 


