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James L. Davis : Legendary Locals of Greater Utica  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Legendary Locals of Greater Utica: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Information about Utica's past and present...and a glimpse into 
those who are creating its future.By C. AbdooAs someone who was born and raised in the Utica area I could definitely 
relate to the subject matter. I truly enjoyed a book that combined excerpts about local "legends" that helped to put 
Utica on the map while also learning a bit more about those that continue to make it the special place it is 
today.Anyone that is currently living in or grew up in the greater Utica area will truly appreciate this book. It is easy to 
forget everything that makes Utica a unique and special place. This book serves as an easy reminder of how much 
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there is to appreciate about the community and the "legendary locals" that are so instrumental in making Utica such a 
unique part of New York State.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An inspiring collection of the people 
of the Utica area!By CmD79From beginning to end, James Davis does an outstanding job highlighting over 120 
influential legends of the Mohawk Valley. As a native of the Utica area, I thoroughly enjoyed reading about all of the 
fascinating "greats" of our area, especially those that I see around town and in local media. This book provides an 
intriguing perspective of the achievement of our people in the area, and serves as a great inspiration for future 
generations to aspire to become and continue the tradition and uniqueness of this local area. A must read!!!

Uticas neighborhoods are filled with people whose passion for family, food, faith, and civic engagement are 
exemplary of the true American experience. Lives devoted to politics, business, sports, and scholarship have found 
their start, and often times their purpose, in Greater Utica. The nations politics have been shaped by the likes of 
abolitionist Gerrit Smith, Congressman Roscoe Conkling, Vice Pres. James Sherman, and political pollster John 
Zogby. Enterprises including American Express and the Associated Press received boosts from businessmen John 
Butterfield and Theodore Faxton. Dick Clark hit the Utica airwaves long before American Bandstand was a household 
favorite, Will Smith wore a Proctor uniform before becoming a New Orleans Saint, and Arthur B. Davies learned to 
paint Mohawk Valley landscapes before introducing America to modernist art. Those looking to reclaim Uticas 
birthright as an essential American landmark include chefs Dean and Jason Nole, publisher Donna Donovan, 
Olympian-turned-entrepreneur Robert Esche, and the brewers of Saranac Beer, the Matt family.

About the AuthorDistinguished educator James L. Davis, coauthor of Utica in Arcadias Then Now series, casts an 
intimate light on the captivating lives of local people who have shaped Greater Utica. With the help of images from 
the Oneida County Historical Society, the Library of Congress, and private collections, Davis chronicles what makes 
the fabric of Utica so enduring. 


