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Lawrence Millman : Last Places: A Journey in the North  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Last Places: A Journey in the North: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Travel to the North Atlantic Islands with a Great GuideBy 
CatherineI've read this book several times and bought this copy for a friend. The author traveled to Greenland, Iceland 
and other islands, stayed in a tent most of the time and made friends with the locals wherever he went. He even ate 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0618082484


what they ate. Milman is a tremendous travel writer.The used book came in very good condition. I was proud to send it 
on.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Superb hands on travel essay - first person narrative, ...By Mike 
DrummondSuperb hands on travel essay - first person narrative, well-researched and the off-the-beaten-path themes 
throughout are appealing to "real" travelers. I bought a signed copy many years ago when it first came out. I bought 
this second copy for a friend who I'm trying to psyche up for an off-the-beaten-path trek to Iceland. :)1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. What a great book!!!By Robert R. BriggsAs one who loves adventure travel I rate 
this as one of the best accounts ever for one chasing through this part of the world. It was especially meaningful as I 
have traveled the same route...The Shetlands, The Faroes, Iceland, Greenland and Labrador. How much fun to re-live 
it through the eyes of Lawrence Millman. Unlike Millman, I never had the chance to meet and live with the folks like 
he did. His encounters with the locals are so funny and engaging that you'll find yourself laughing throughout the 
book. If you are the least bit interested in this part of the world, read this book first and you'll hardly be able to wait to 
start your trip. This man is truly a great story teller and the kind of guy you'd just like to sit down with and rehash his 
adventures. What a great book!

A classic of northern exploration and adventure, LAST PLACES is Lawrence Millman's marvelously told account of 
his journey along the ancient Viking sea routes that extend from Norway to Newfoundland. Traveling through 
landscapes of transcendent desolation, Millman wandered by way of the Shetland Islands, the Faeroes, Iceland, 
Greenland, and Labrador. His way was marked by surprising human encounters--with a convicted murderer in 
Reykjavik, an Inuit hermit in Greenland, an Icelandic guide who leads him to a place called Hell, and a 
Newfoundlander who warns him about the local variant of the Abominable Snowman. By turns earthy and lyrical, 
LAST PLACES is an ebullient celebration of the exotic North.

From Publishers WeeklyReaders who are captivated either by offbeat adventure or by the Far North need look no 
further. Novelist and poet Millman followed the Vikings' route from Norway to Newfoundland and Labrador, 
journeying by ferry, mail boat and cargo vessel to the Shetlands, Faeroes and Iceland, with side trips to isolated islands 
(Foua, Grimsey). From Iceland, he flew to a former air base in Greenland, where he explored Viking sites in the south 
on both coasts. Flying to Newfoundland, he traveled by ferry to Goose Bay, Labrador; in this lonely place, peace was 
shattered by NATO planes running test flights into the interior. Returning to Newfoundland by ferry, Millman 
completed his journey at the Vikings' last-known settlement, L'Anse aux Meadows. The volume paints a bleak portrait 
of such dwellings, especially in Greeland, of a primitive people no longer self-sufficient, herded into ghettos. The 
author tells also of the region's natural wildness, embattled at times by humans: he witnessed whale-bashing in the 
Faeroes and endured attacks by nesting skuas in the Shetlands. Millman's descriptive writing borders on the florid, but 
he captures the beauty and fragility of an austere landscape. Author tour. Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Library JournalKnown for his travel writing, Millman chronicles his journey across the breadth of the North 
Atlantic, following the route of the Vikings. The armchair traveler accompanies Millman on board various ships from 
Bergen, Norway, via the Shetland Islands, the Faeroes, Iceland, and Greenland, to Labrador and Newfoundland. The 
author not only describes the beauty of these remote places but relates the history of their land and people, tells tales of 
the local mythology, and has heartwarming encounters with the native residents. He never fails to point out how 
environmental and social changes are endangering these far away and forgotten lands. Millman's acerbic wit makes the 
book extremely entertaining. He imparts his love and respect for the primitive radiance of the landscape and the hardy 
character of the region's often eccentric residents.- Melinda Stivers Leach, Precision Editorial Svces., Wondervu, 
Col.Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. "In Millman's harsh North, the stark beauty of the last places 
lingers."Boston Globe"This is a fascinating, powerful, beautiful book. Millman's a genius." -- Annie Dillard 


