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Christopher Merritt, J. Eric Lynxwiler : Knott's Preserved: From Boysenberry to Theme Park, the History of 
Knott's Berry Farm  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Knott's Preserved: From Boysenberry to Theme Park, the History of Knott's Berry Farm: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. thanks for the memories...By Roman HollidayMy brother and I grew 
up (1955-1968) a mile from Knott's and spent much of our youth there. This book vividly captures the development of 
the park from its earliest days to the present,through well-researched and well-written text and lots of well-reproduced 
images. Reading it brought back fond memories. I often buy a jar of boysenberry preserves to remind me of my 
youth.This book serves a similar purpose.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Long Awaited Tale 
Has Finally Been ToldBy R. LoverenThis is a well put together and beautiful book about a remarkable place. The 
story needed to be told with every last little detail included. To most of us who grew up in Southern California, Knott's 
Berry Farm was a special place. Yes, the Berry Farm always did sit in the shadow of the "Happiest Place On Earth" 
just a few miles away in Anaheim...But Knott's was the place we all watched slowly evolve and grow into what it is 
today (kids born in the 50's and 60's will relate to this the best). Being a former employee of both Knott's (Halloween 
Haunt), and Disneyland...yes, I said both...I found the segment regarding Walt Disney many times using aspects of the 
Berry Farm as a model for Disneyland completely fascinating. If you have an interest in Southern California history, 
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or theme park history...you will love this book. Knott's now has it's formal place in Southern California history!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Bringing Knotts History to LifeBy Him JollyHistory books must be 
difficult to write as they usually present the subject matter in such detail as to lose the character of the events. Knotts 
Preserved, however demonstrates that it is possible to write a history book in such a way that the reader feels 
transported into the past.Having grown up in Southern California and seeing Knotts Berry Farm evolve from a sleepy 
little ghost town to a dynamic and exciting attraction, I think that Merrit and Lynxwiler told the Knotts story in a way 
that only master story tellers could. The book was beautifully laid out, the pictures truly told the story and the text 
added the color and imagery that brought back many, many memories.Is it a scholarly text? No, it is much more. It is 
an opportunity to re-live life in Southern California. Anyone who went to Knotts as a child of any age, should have 
this book. It is a must read and must have.
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