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Robert M. Rennick : Kentucky Place Names  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Kentucky Place Names: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting and well done, with one reservationBy Gary YuThis 
is a very impressive, well-researched work that will prove of interest especially to Kentuckians who are into the 
history of the commonwealth as well as to people who just enjoy place names and what they can reveal to us. My one 
reservation about this book (which is why I didn't give it five stars) is that the pronunciation key does not distinguish 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813101794


between the so-called long-i sound and the short-o sound. In other words, the two vowels of a name like Pine Knot are 
given the same phonetic rendering, but though Kentuckians and other southerners do reduce the long-i to the initial 
part of the diphthong, they definitely do not fail to distinguish it from the short-o.One more comment, concerning one 
of the other reviews here. Stop, Kentucky, was not so named because the road stops there. The road most certainly 
does not. I know this because my family is from just east of there. The name was chosen because the postmaster at Mt. 
Union was given limited choices of the names he could choose for the local post office in the early 20th century. This 
is how, for example, Rector's Flat, to the east of Stop, got a post office name Murl, where one of my grandparents was 
the postmaster.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Information SourceBy iphlyeWe love having 
the information about the historical source of names for places where we live. When we moved to KY, we looked for a 
book like the ones we had had in both AZ and CO and found this one. We carry it in the car when we travel.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. KY Place Names - this explains a lot!By Gaye HillSuper interesting and 
useful for Kentucky researchers! I loved it and use it often seeking towns no longer on the map. Eye opening 
information concerning how places got their unique names and even successive names!

" From the wealth of place names in Kentucky, Rennick has selected those of some 2,000 communities and post 
offices. These places are usually the largest, the best known, or the most important as well as those with unusual or 
inherently interesting names. Including perhaps one-fourth of all such places known in the state, the names were 
chosen as a representative sample among Kentucky's counties and sections. Kentucky Place Names offers a fascinating 
mosaic of information on families, events, politics, and local lore in the state. It will interest all Kentuckians as well as 
the growing number of scholars of American place names.

"A bonanza for historians, linguists, geographers, folklorists, genealogists and people who are simply nuts about 
names."Appalachian Newsletter"Good reading for anyone interested in Kentucky history and folklore, and it whets the 
appetite for more."Louisville Courier-Journal 


