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worth my time, and all praised Kentucky (On-The-Road Histories): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Learn about and explore the CommonwealthBy Gary SprandelThis 
is a great book for those that like to have some background before visiting a site. Asher presents the history in nine 
chapters, ranging from the Paleoindians, through to post World War II Kentucky. The largest chapters are on the 
Antebellum period and the Civil War. There are a total of seventy "Must-see Sites" , which highlight sites from the 
time period discussed.The sites are diverse for example "Homes of the Rich and Not-so-Rich", which includes a 
wealthy house in St. James Court in Louisville, to early mountain life depicted at the Hensley Settlement. There is 
enough information with each site to both plan a trip and understand the importance. The history of Kentucky is often 
beautiful and paradoxical (both Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis born here) , but Asher also includes the violent 
and racists events also. I particularly appreciated the "Literary Extracts" in each chapter, that ranged from Jesse Stuart, 
Charles Dickens (had one night in Louisville in 1842), to John Fox Jr, and the more recent Wendell Berry. I'll be 
working my way through the "Must see" sites in the next few years.

Concise history covering all aspects of the state and its people.

About the AuthorBrad Asher lives in Louisville, Kentucky and holds a doctorate in history from the University of 
Chicago. He is the author of Beyond the Reservation: Indians, Settlers, and the Law in Washington Territory. 


