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found the following review helpful. Good, practical guide for the basics of interpretationBy AnonymousThis is a 
practical guide to interpretation at historic sites. The authors argue that sites do not need a large budget or abundant 
resources in order to provide high quality interpretation at their site. The first step is identifying site objectives, which 
includes identifying what type of site it is (documentary or representative). The authors define interpretation as both a 
plan and an activity; the goal of both types of interpretation is to promote understanding between the site and its 
visitors. After identifying site objectives, the next interpretive step would be creating an interpretation plan, which 
involves knowing who the sites visitors are and why they come, with attention to research, organization, and good 
taste, as well as both the primary and secondary objectives of the site. According to the authors, successful 
interpretation is dependent on regular accessibility to the site, ease of navigation once there, and perhaps most 
importantly, the personnels manner; making the visitor comfortable is essential. The authors acknowledge the true 
importance of a skilled interpretive staff to the success of the site. Besides advice on selecting and training interpretive 
staff, the book also briefly addresses alternate form of interpretation, such as: publications, audiovisuals, and working 
with school groups. Although dated, this book remains a relevant guide for the basic principles and essential 
importance of interpretation at historic sites.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A practical guide to 
historic interpretationBy Arthur DigbeeThis book explains the practical problems of interpreting historic sites for 
visitors. It encompasses not only the content of exhibits and guided tours but bathrooms and parking, dealing with the 
trustees, and publications for your gift shop. With Tilden, it's one of the classic texts of the genre.Like Tilden, this 
book is showing its age. Its high-technology options include slide shows, to take just one example. The regulatory and 
legal environment for historic sites has also changed. The book doesn't talk about fundraising or the political 
controversies that might be lurking around interpretation choices.Still, if you keep those limitations in mind, they've 
done a good job thinking through the challenges that any historic site faces. It's a short and accessible introduction to 
the issue.

Interpretation of Historic Sites offers essential knowledge on how to develop and conduct interpretive programs for 
every historic site, regardless of size or budget.


