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David Scott Gilligan : In the Years of the Mountains: Exploring the World's High Ranges in Search of Their 
Culture, Geology, and Ecology  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised In the Years of the Mountains: Exploring the World's High Ranges in Search of Their Culture, Geology, 
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and Ecology: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Glaring name error hurts the books credibility. Sorry.By High 
WordsRather lengthy 2006 account of the author's adventures, with history, culture, geology and ecology. 
Unfortunately, there were several mentions in the Nepal Himalaya section of "Thomas" Mallory. As everyone knows, 
George Mallory was on the 1921, 1922, and 1924 British expeditions to Everest and died there. Most people have 
heard of his famous quip about going to the mountains, "Because it is there." The error of his name in this mountain 
book is inexcusable and on the order of magnitude as calling the Father of our Country by the wrong name, Frankie 
Washington.5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. In The Years Of The MountainsBy Susanna G. RouthI 
usually do not choose to read non-fiction, but this book was recommended by a friend. It reads easily and I found 
myself wanting to know and learn more about the amazing mountains described so eloquently in the book. The 
narrative approach made you feel as though you were along with the author on his pilgrimage to experience these 
magnificent giants in nature. It is an enjoyable and very informative read and I am glad I took a risk and tried it!

For the past ten years David Gilligan has climbed all of the major mountain ranges in the world. His resulting 
narrative, In the Years of the Mountains, takes readers to the highest places on four continents for an up-close 
consideration of the cultural, geological, and biological make up of mountains. From the Swiss Alps to the Himalayas, 
on to New Zealand, and then back to the North American cordillera, Gilligan treats readers to adventure mixed with 
science and history.This book is an ode to the essence of high mountains, but it is also about wishing desperately for a 
good picket placement on a steep snowfield, with a yawning crevasse just feet below; about watching a pious man 
offer burnt juniper to the gods; and about being alone on a crystalline white summit during a temperature inversion, 
with purple-gray clouds spreading out like an atmospheric ocean in all directions as far as the eye can see.From a 
master mountaineer, explorer, and university professor, In the Years of the Mountains is an eye-opening look at 
mountains: a collision of the grand with the intensely personal.

About the AuthorDavid Gilligan teaches natural history at Prescott College in Arizona. He is also an experienced 
climber and exhibition leader. He is 32 years old. 


