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Sarah Morris, Natalie Grueninger : In the Footsteps of the Six Wives of Henry VIII: The visitors companion to 
the palaces, castles houses associated with Henry VIIIs iconic queens  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In the Footsteps of the Six Wives of Henry VIII: The 
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visitors companion to the palaces, castles houses associated with Henry VIIIs iconic queens: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Trip to Remember into the past,By Customervery well done 
interesting new research especially on the early life of Anne of Cleves, I know quite a lot about thios period, but the 
storieswithin the description of the buildings are most enjoyable. If you ever get to the places in the book, you will not 
need a tour guide. I am packing my bags, Hever Castle Schloss Burg here I come1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Backstory Review by Andy GossBy RebeccaHenry VIII must be Englands most examined monarch. 
But although his was a pivotal reign, his celebrity has little to do with the Dissolution of the Monasteries, or the break 
with Rome. No, what makes him compulsive reading are his six wives.Even if you are not obsessed with Henrys 
marriages, In the Footsteps of the Six Wives of Henry VIII by Sarah Morris and Natalie Grueninger will fascinate. 
Ostensibly a survey of places associated with the six wives, the book delivers a vivid and detailed picture of the world 
they lived in, the spirit of the times, and much of the complex political and social context in which their stories were 
played out.We hear much about the lives of Henrys wives, as his wives, but their previous lives are usually skimmed 
over or ignored. Through diligent and sometimes very recent research our authors have opened the historical gates on 
the worlds the wives grew up in. Spain, the Low Countries, France, the Rhine valley in Germany, Englands West 
Country and North, each colours in the picture of who these women were, how they thought, and what might have 
been their ambitions and expectations.Stories of people, castles, manors, cathedrals, halls, cities and towns are brought 
seamlessly together, allowing us to see Henrys wives as their contemporaries would have. Extracts from diaries and 
letters remind us that these were real people, unaware that nearly five hundred years later we would be following their 
lives. And indeed their footsteps.The first section of the book covers the Principal Royal Residences, including the two 
that everyone has heard of, Hampton Court and Windsor Castle, plus others that have not survived. While the 
buildings may have gone, contemporary accounts of them allow the authors to bring them back to life for us.The 
second section follows each wife in turn, from birth to death, weaving history, anecdote, archaeology and architecture 
together to great effect. Each entry includes the historical background to the building and the events that took place 
within and around it.Entries includes visitor information, plus detailed instructions for viewing the site, and for walks 
in the vicinity.The book is well illustrated with photographs, paintings, and reconstructions. Often, even if the palace 
or castle is gone, there is still much to be seen with the aid of this book.Each site is marked on a map, showing its 
relation to national and internal borders, and to major towns or cities.Small enough to carry about, In the Footsteps of 
the Six Wives of Henry VIII would make a splendid companion for a tour of England and the Continent, as most of 
the places are worth visiting on their own account, and the information in the book will often be more comprehensive 
than in the standard brochures. Or just dip into it, the self contained entries make this an ideal book for browsing.This 
review is part of the Swinburne journal 'Backstory'0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book will 
complete your knowledge about the Tudor England. Highly recommended.By Sylwia S. ZupanecLike the first book in 
this series (In the Footsteps of Anne Boleyn), "In the Footsteps of the Six Wives of Henry VIII" is as well-researched 
and readable as the first one. It's clear that authors visited the places they wrote about so they know what they're 
talking about.I really enjoyed "In the Footsteps of Anne Boleyn" and travelled with it while visiting historical sights in 
the UK. I intend to do the same with this book which is a great travel companion. Written in an engaging style, it is 
extremely well researched and gives you a fabulous insight into the lives of Henry's queens. Buy it even if you don't 
intend to visit the described places; the book will complete your knowledge about the Tudor England.Highly 
recommended.

This book provides a fresh perspective on the lives of Henry VIIIs six wives by embarking on a journey through the 
manors, castles and palaces in which their lives were played out. This journey traces their steps to the Alhambra in 
Spain, childhood home of Katherine of Aragon; to the very room at Acton Court where Anne Boleyn and Henry VIII 
publicly dined; through the cobbled grounds of Hampton Court Palace, which bore witness to both triumph and 
tragedy for Jane Seymour; into the streets of Dsseldorf in Germany, birthplace of Anne of Cleves; among the ruins and 
picturesque gardens of St Marys Abbey in York where Catherine Howard and Henry VIII rested at the pinnacle of the 
1541 progress; and to Gainsborough Old Hall in Lincolnshire, where Katherine Parr lived as daughter-in-law of the 
irascible Sir Thomas Brough. Each location is described in a fascinating narrative that unearths the queens lives in 
documents and artefacts, as well as providing practical visitor information based on the authors first-hand knowledge 
of each site. Accompanied by an extensive range of images including timelines, maps, photographs and sketches, this 
book brings us closer than ever to the women behind the legends, providing a personal and illuminating journey in the 
footsteps of the six wives of Henry VIII.
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